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ATALANTA

Handel loverswho missed the PhilharmoniaBaroque' s heral ded performancesof the composer’srarely
heard opera“Ataanta’ at Berkeley’sFirst Congregational Church last fall may now hear what the excite-
ment wasall about. Andthey can doit either asadownload or in conventional CD format. Both optionsare
avail ableat www.magnatune.com, which offersapay-what-you-will download (suggested price $16 for the
completetwo-part opera). The company will also ship atwo-CD jewel-cased “ Atalanta” for $25.94. Either
way, theend product ismusicdl bliss. Inevery particular, from the suave musicianship of Nicholas
McGegan'sorchestrato the six vibrant and tender sol oiststo thejoyous contributionsfrom the Philharmonia
Chorale, “ Atdlanta’ spillsover with delights. None of thiswill comeasasurpriseto devoteesof the
Philharmonia, theinva uable San Francisco early mus c ensemblewhose siiver anniversary climaxed earlier
thismonth with aBeethoven Ninth Symphony at DaviesHall. Recorded during the semi-staged perfor-
mancesin Berkeley, “ Atalanta’ emergesasan unjustly neglected work of great charm, vigor and emotional
warmth. Thepastord tale of loversmisapprehending one another and then uniting, may belessthan dramati-
cally compelling. But Handel, who composed the 1736 work asan entertainment for the Prince of Wales,
breatheslifeinto one choicearia, duet and chorusafter another. Inthe two soprano parts, Dominique
Labellelavishesher sweetly ringing toneand lush trillsonthetitlerole, while Susanne Rydénisequally adept
and moving asAtalanta slover. Everyonerisesto the occasion here, with tenor Michael Slattery and bari-
tone Philip Cutlip meriting specia mention. Even the occasiona rumbleof stagebusiness, whichincludesan
attack by awild boar, addsto theair of discovery. PhilharmoniaBarogquefound “ Atalanta’ and put it back
onthemusical map. — StevenWinn
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